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In any case for it is a fact that the Apostles left their wives and lived in celibacy. There isn’t the
slightest basis to presume that their disciples and successors didn’t follow them. Therefore, there was
celibacy from the beginning.

Listen how beautifully Monsignor Lesure writes: “A priest doesn’t belong to himself but to
everyone. It is from him that the sick seek solace, the poor seek support and in general everyone a
pastor and an apostle of truth, showing people the way to heaven.”

Thus, he cannot fulfill these obligations to all of these people if at the same time he is forced to
worry about his own family and to maintain his own wife and children. And he can’t do it because he is
bound by the chains of flesh and blood to earth and these are the strongest and the touchiest. He would
never be ready to rush out like a soldier at an outpost to where it would be necessary to go to care for
the souls entrusted to him. That is why the Church separates him from the things of this world, so that
he could always and everywhere seek the glory of God and the good of peoples’ souls.

A married priest cannot have such authority among the faithful as his position and vocation
demands. In the best case, they will respect him as a good man and a good father, but they will not see a
higher person in him who could take care of them in heavy moments and rule their conscience.

A priest who by his dignity is raised above others, should by his entire life be superior over
others, should impress upon them and demand respect from them. Therefore, | tell you that for all of
this one cannot imagine a more efficacious means than celibacy.

When | see someone, who for pure, holy reasons conquers his violent anger and shows himself
magnanimous towards his enemy, | respect him for | know that he who conquers such a strong passion,
will be able to conquer other smaller ones. Therefore, in general taking a man who is living in celibacy
and constantly conquers within himself the very strongest of tendencies and by that victory stands
above others.

If it was only about carrying out beautiful and impressive religious rites with sonorous song and
uplifting sermon, | admit that a father of a family could manage this just as well as a priest living in
celibacy. But because this also concerns a moral strength that is indispensable in a fight with human’s
passions and especially with that deeply rooted pride and egoism that is in everyone great and small
something else is needed. It is that different thing that a celibate gives and only celibate priests. He can
give that power and he actually gives it to them.

| read the objections of all of the modern opponents of priests’ celibacy and | found only one
suitable proof for their support, a proof about which everyone kept silent but, which as a matter of fact
was the basis of all the others. They were demanding the elimination of celibacy not for any
physiological, ethical or economic reasons but only because they want to laicize the priesthood and
lower it to the normal level.
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They would want to pull the priest from his pedestal where he finds himself and by that weaken
this influence in the world, a great and real influence that gets in their way. This is the solution to t heir
puzzle.

They are convinced that a Catholic priest whom they cannot transform would be different he
would lower himself if he wasn’t bound by celibacy. Then a priest would not have any influence. Then a
priest would be less hated, less persecuted because no one would take him into account, no one would
seek his direction and no one would look at them. But, the enemies were pressing further. If priests
would be allowed to marry, there would not be certain scandals as a result of not being married.

Perhaps you don’t try to convince us that it is necessary to destroy all the knives, guns and
revolvers because some people, in dealing with them in a negligent and careless way can wound or even
kill themselves or others. Or perhaps you desire to forbid the doctor to prescribe medicine containing
morphine, cocaine, etc. because somebody can poison himself. There is nothing on earth, even the very
best which the perversity, anger and human weakness does not manage to abuse or misuse.

But, does this result in the fact that we are to consider as evil everything that someone
individually at one time abused? According to such logic where would we end up? It works the same
way with celibacy.

Celibacy is a good, holy thing and in a priesthood truly consecrated to God it is absolutely
indispensable. Naturally, it can be abused. But for this, the only efficacious remedy is not its
cancellation. This would not correct anything, but on the contrary the situation of the priest would be
worse.

The only competent, authoritative physician in this matter, having 20 centuries of experience, is
only the Church. The Church maintains that the abolition of celibacy would affect prepossessingly the
Catholic clergy in every regard — mental, moral and social.

“This is not the way to remove scandal from the midst of the priesthood” writes the theologian.
“The Church knows of them well, feels sympathy for them and as much as it is possible does everything
to guard against them. With this purpose, it tries to raise its youth who are dedicating their lives to the
service of God very carefully; it is concerned about having strict discipline among the priests and renews
in them the spirit of prayer, humility and self-mortification through retreats, pastoral visits and the
vigilance of authority.

And fortunately, when despite these efforts and interventions, the evil does not stop nor does it
lessen and cannot be corrected, the Church expels these evil, perverse and incorrigible members. In the
face of this one would have to be definitely blind or full of embittered hatred if on account of the guilt
and fall of one or the other priests, one attacks the entire Church blaming and condemning the entire
priesthood. As though the Church was not the first to condemn them and renounce them.
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To attack the Church and be scandalized for that reason is done only by the very naive or the
evil ones, because the prudent and those who are believers will deplore this situation and will try to
diminish the results of this scandal rather than smearing it about, spreading it abroad or magnifying it.

“If I were to be a witness of a serious fall of a priest” said a famous and pious king, “I would
cover him with my cloak so that no other than | would see this.”

Furthermore, such unworthy priests and bishops prove the Divine beginning or origin of the
Church and the holiness of the Catholic faith. If the Church were a human institution, then with the fall
of its representatives, it would either have vanished or at least it would have derailed and changed for
the worse.

Yet we see how after 20 centuries it stands in the world as a splendid tree which from a bitter
seed grew and spread over countries, nations and kingdoms. And in the shades of this Divine tree, there
is less cockle and more wheat of virtues and good works. It was this way throughout all the centuries
and still is as of today. The Finger of God is in this.

Perhaps one of the most general accusations, most often repeated even in our times, is that old
European anti-clerical propaganda, which under the cloak of Defenders of the Simple People convince
these people that priests are spongers.

Priests don’t do any work — they only eat, drink and live comfortably and idle away their time.
“Priests waste their time” writes Monsignor Segur. “This is a common song. Some people repeat it from
conviction, others from force of habit others because they are naive and others claim they are
hypocrites.

I’'m not concerned about these last ones. | am concerned about the simpletons, the town and
village workers, people who are after all decent and hard-working, but beyond manual work, they have
no idea about any other kind of work. In their eyes he who does not work with his hands is an idler.

They see the priest as he prays, reads, meditates, hurries to the church or to visit the sick or in
other business affairs which he must settle and in their simple-mindedness they judge that he isn’t doing
anything. But in such a case everyone else who is not directly working around the ground, iron, wood,
stone, etc. is not working either.

Idlers are the busiest physicians, lawyers, professors, students, thinkers, teachers, civil servants
and army people. Such thinking is nonsense, absurdity and rubbish!

Our people here in America know that a priest has work in the parish office, in school and in
church. He visits the sick in their homes and in the hospitals. He is ready to serve both day and night. He
helps people spiritually and often materially. But, that’s enough! The work of priests will someday find
its due worth and reward from the Hands of the Arch-Priest of all priests.

To end this, | offer you this example: “A young condemned man stood at the foot of the French
guillotine. These are his words to those who were present: ‘One to whom, like myself, death is staring
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into my eyes such a person does not know how to lie, therefore, | who within a few minutes will be
standing before the Judgment Seat of God, | tell you that we poor people have only two friends — Christ
Who did for us and the priest who has dedicated himself for us.”
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March 13, 1955
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In today’s radio talk | will touch on themes which up until now | have said very little. True, there
were several times that | referred to some of it, but always in a few short statements, without any
further explanations. What are these themes - The Priesthood and Religious Life. | will be speaking about
the priests and the monks.

A letter that | received at the end of January forces me to do this. This letter was written neither
in ink nor with pencil but it was written with bile and poisonous venom! Every sentence is filled with
hatred, anger and slander. | cannot quote the entire letter because it is too long — 12 typed pages. In
addition to that the letter contains nonsense and the spittle of a mind that is not only angry but also
derailed. But to the task — this is what | read among other things:

“You are a priest and a monk; you are crying that there are too few priests and too few monks
and too few vocations. However, | say that there is already too many of them in this world. Every priest
is a leech. Every monk is a sponger. You see that | know logic, that you are both a leech and a sponger.

The goal of every priest is money, the best make of an automobile and a good time. Every monk
also has a goal namely, to work as little as possible and to eat the best food and to drink. Therefore,
what benefit does society have from you priests and monks? Because the people feed you and give you
drink, at one time you promise them heaven and then the next time you threaten them with hell.

You say that you pray. Did your prayers in any way prevent the outbreak of the first or second
world wars? Did they ruin or diminish the depression? Or did they bring about prosperity? Do not bother
our heads with your spoofs about God, of agreeing with the Will of some sort of Unseen God, of rattling
off prayers but, roll up your sleeves, get rid of your cassocks and habits and go to work. Become people
of work. The sooner there will be fewer priests and monks in this world, the happier and freer will all of
the people be.”

Other reproaches that are often repeated but never really confirmed, | am omitting in charitable
but to some degree contemptuous silence.

From here today’s talk entitled:
BENEFACTOR OR WRONG DOER

The Pope, infallible in his teachings of faith and morality, a Vicar of Christ, a Pastor and Teacher
of nations — this is the foundation on which the Catholic Church rests —a Church embracing all times,
places, nations and states. One can say that every Catholic is like a brick in this foundation, which is
united with others by the bond of faith and in this manner creates that edifice — the Church.
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Every Catholic is dependent upon a priest; a priest to a bishop; a bishop to the Pope and the
Pope to Christ. In this manner, you go after your pastor, your pastor after your bishop; the bishop after
Pope Pius XII; Pope Pius XII after Christ. This is the one road that unerringly leads to happiness.

This being so, the question of the relationship of a Catholic, of every Catholic to a priest, is cast
with full force, so much the more that in these present times many people have much to say about
priests, and unfortunately much is unflattering and evil.

Therefore, who is this priest? In the first place, he is the same kind of person as others, for like
them he has a soul and a body and he has human qualities and weaknesses. But, whatever refers to
authority or power, he has been raised above others, because he has the authority of doing things that
exceed the powers of the ordinary person.

Every priest approaches the altar daily in order to repeat the Words spoken by Christ at the Last
Supper and to perform the miracle that the Savior worked at that time — the miracle of changing bread
into His Body and wine into His Blood. No powerful person in this world can brag of such power and
strength.

The Son of God did not give this power even to the Angels. The authority of an earthly monarch
reaches to the boundaries of his kingdom the authority of a priest has no boundaries. People submit to
earthly kings — the Son of God Himself submits to a priest. It suffices to keep this before one’s eyes in
order to understand the dignity and the meaning of a priest.

In addition to this the priest gives this Savior to people in Holy Communion as food, as a meal to
strengthen the souls in skirmishes on the road to a lawful, honorable life. Doesn’t the priest here also
merit the term of friend and benefactor to man?

The words “Whose sins you shall forgive, will be forgiven and whose sins you shall retain, shall
be retained” refer to the priest. But in order to know whom to forgive and whose sins to retain, he must
judge the matter. In order to judge it he must hear the charges of the accuser. Who is that accuser? The
sinner. What is this tribunal where the charges are brought? That is confession. What is the sentence?
Forgiveness! Who is the judge and dispenser? The priest!

In the confessional the person accuses himself to a priest. The priest listens patiently, mercifully
comforts the sinner, kindly teaches him, lifts his spirits and restores peace to his soul.

It happens that the priest himself is a perverse creature who as they say is someone like Judas,
who is rebelling against God, but despite this in the confessional Christ the Lord works through this
unworthy person, the priest. Thus, such a priest harms himself but he does good to the person who is
the penitent.

When Christ said to the paralytic — “Go, your sins are forgiven!” the Jews were scandalized and
said, “Only God has the power to forgive sins.” And they were right! They were only mistaken in the fact
that they denied Christ this power. He has it because He is God; the priest also has it because he has
received it from Christ, the Son of God. This is the meaning and the dignity of a priest.
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Finally, the priest is the proclaimer of the Word of God. The priest speaks in the name of Christ
the Savior, in the name of the Church of Christ, as an interpreter of the truths which Christ entrusted to
His Church. The things, the truths of which the priest speaks are as old as the world are widely known,
but are always useful because from them souls that are thirsting for happiness, peace and salvation, are
able to benefit; for these eternal truths, these truths of God, remind them of that without which one is
unable to live and die as a Christian.

Other wise and attractive people can speak to you about temporal matters from which you can
have a greater or lesser usage here on earth, but a priest speaks to you about matters that refer to God,
to one’s soul, about rewards and punishments, from which you can derive happiness that lasts forever.

A priest teaches you how you must live in order to assure oneself of peace and normal
happiness here and a happiness that is not disturbed by anything but is constant and absolute after this
wandering here on earth. And when the priest speaks in simple words and even clumsily or awkwardly,
the grace of God pierces your heart and conscience, enlightens your conscience and warms that heart to
commit actions that are noble, sublime and honest. Someone once said that a priest is a Torch and a
Light of the World.

“As a dispenser of Sacraments” writes Lamartine, a famous poet and French politician, “the
priest is an administrator and that is why it is his duty to always associate with the people, draw near to
them, to their misery, their needs and sufferings. That is why the priest should be merciful. Broad-
minded and know how to show compassion. His door should always be open to everyone.

In the presence of a priest, as ion the presence of God, there is neither a rich man nor a beggar;
alord nor a servant, only all are people, brothers, subject, just as he is to the same misery destined, just
as he is to that same end and happiness.

The life of a priest passes in hiding, in a show of being unnoticed. True when he dies,
undoubtedly many will bless him and will mourn for him. But, finally people will forget even him. But,
God will remember! Because he directed his heart and his work to heaven and it was for the sake of
heaven that he bore all difficulties. He will also be happy in heaven.

On earth there will remain a trace after him on earth. After him a chain will shine over the earth,
a chain in which his hands were a link for some time; hands from generation to generation, handing
down to each the greatest treasure that humanity has — the truth and the grace of God. He received
much, but he also gave much and he left much after himself. That is what a priest is like.

A priest enlivens souls, cures them, enlightens them, sanctifies them, ennobles them, helps
them and raises them up. Besides he works visibly through acts of love of neighbor. He fulfills them from
his function and calling, always and everywhere he shows up and this in a way in which no one could
ever equal him.

Please notice | don’t have in mind this priest or another, but the Catholic priesthood, taken as a
state of life. Of this activity of a Catholic priest, hospitals, shelters, nurseries, orphanages and almost
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every charitable institution testify. The majority of these institutions trace their beginning either to the
direct initiative of some priest, bishop or monastic person or at least, indirectly through encouragement
from their side, a plea and help provided through them.

The pagan world did not know about such institutions. However, the Church set them up from
the very beginning and through the priests surrounded such places with solicitous care.

True, the modern world, having broken away from the Church tries to be, if not charitable, then
at least, humanitarian but they can’t replace the loving hearts with which the priest or nun or the
Catholic nurse brings help and joy to a neighbor. They can’t because their paid housekeeper and staff
officials only know their own profit and their own interests.

In ordinary circumstances the institutions of secular charity do not differ much from the Catholic
ones but even dissenters admit that they are stiff, cold, indifferent, without heart, without compassion
or mercy. It is only the activity of paid male nurses and female nurses all automatons; all officials and
nothing else.

But, there were unworthy priests who gave scandal. Here | will repeat that which the German
apostate priest Charles Jentsch said, “In educational research one must speak of the sins of the clergy,
but there is not the least bit of sense in making from them a reproach to today’s Catholics, and all the
more so to repeat it, for no one can be responsible for the sins of his ancestors.”

No, | agree that they were priests who were unworthy of their calling and responsibilities. But
from this only this follows that priests are human who can fall and do fall but their falls are much rarer
than the falls of secular people, and the reason is due to the dignity and holiness of the priestly state
nothing more.

It is an undeniable fact, that some little thing which among the laity is not even considered a sin
in a priest it is very shocking because every stain is more evident on a white dress than it is on a dark
colored dress.

Yes, among the priests there are some who are unworthy but what about it? Can one then
throw stones of condemnation at the countless rows of others who hidden from the world in work and
prayer, spend their quiet lives full of dedication, not calling even the least attention to themselves
because they are priests who rise above their surroundings. If this didn’t agree with truth it would
offend us and others.

| repeat, with a certain emphasis that there is a greater majority of such priests who never shock
anyone. On the other hand those priests who shock people with their worldly spirit, their free-ways or
their greed these are sad exceptions worthy of our tears but they are always exceptions. Therefore,
their behavior should not enter into our judgment and evaluation of priests in general, for every
intelligent person knows that such a judgment should not be taken on the basis of what is the exception
but on what is the rule.
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This is a truth that is so real that even Wolter himself, an obstinate enemy of priests wrote that
“The lives of lay people were always less virtuous than the lives of priests; but the fall of a priest always
brought him greater attention as an exception. It is a known fact that every exception offends, and this
so much more, as it stands in greater contradiction to its rule.”

A Count of Maistre writes: “People cannot forgive a priest for anything because they always
expect6 the best and the most perfect from him. A priest’s weakness becomes a sin in their eyes, while
the sin of a lay person for them is just a weakness.

For every thousand priests who are good and exemplary you will find a few bad ones. And what
is odd about this? Among the 12 Apostles there was found one who was an egoist, greedy and a
betrayer. Just as the crime of Judas did not discredit the rest of the Apostles, so too, the scandalous life
of a few bad priests does not discredit the worthiness of the good ones.”

One writer complained: “On this celibacy of priests. To force a young man to tie down his entire
life and lead a single life, denying himself forever a warm family corner that’s barbarian. It is already
time to remove that relic of the Middle Ages and allow priests to marry. Furthermore, when the Church
began there was no talk about celibacy.”

One can tell these uninvited defenders of the clergy that if this celibacy was, in reality, so
difficult to maintain, and if the entrance to this spiritual state is forced, one could debate this so-called
barbarism. But prove that celibacy is too difficult to keep and that the Church forces anyone to enter
into this spiritual state.

Furthermore, there are so many people who spend the best years of their life living alone
without a family corner. Why do you look indifferently as hundreds of thousands of men and women,
due to a variety of circumstances, live without a family corner and this most often of their own free will.
Why don’t you call this barbarity? Why don’t you complain about that? Why is it that only the celibacy
of priests fills you with indignation, yet the celibacy of older men and women in your eyes is an
indifferent matter?

History tells us that in the early times of Christianity, many priests had wives, but after they
were ordained, they no longer lived with them. History mentions the Popes who restored celibacy to its
first rigor, but it is silent about the time or the Pope who introduced celibacy.

The most important duty of every pOriest is his total dedication of himself to the service of God.
Such a dedication of himself demands a life of celibacy from him. This is what the Apostle Paul demands
of a priest when he writes: “He who is without a wife is anxious about the things of the Lord and how he
may please the Lord. But a married man is anxious about the things of the world and how he may please
his wife, and he is divided.”

Such thinking is simple, clear and understandable. The first and most important obligation of a
priest is to be anxious about that which is of God, and this is morally impossible if his heart is divided
between God and a wife therefore, he shouldn’t have a wife.




